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Summary: 


Can you fall in love with someone you only ever heard 
stories about? 


Telling Stories 
Author's Note: 


| wrote this story almost two years ago but only now 
decided to upload. Anyway english is not my first 
language and it is not beta-read. 


Otherwise enjoy :) 


The first time she saw him she felled rage. Not at him but at 
all of them. Rushing up her lighthouse only to be met by a 
couple of strangers who dared to cross all her teachings. A 
blond woman, who deep down scared her to the bone with 
just her manically look. An old scholar with the most curious 
glint in his eyes, like everything that was about to happen 
was an interesting spectacle he loved to observe. A girl with 
a burning fire in her eyes and him. He was as scary as the 
others and yet he stood out from their group. But she hadn't 
had the time to observe him as someone else appeared. This 
guy was as menacing as his companions, if not way, way 
worse. Alex wasn’t in sight. Typical. Let others do his dirty 
work. But he would pay. 


After that everything was a rush. Fighting. Wining. But still 
losing. 


The lighthouse was already set a flame and everything she 
knew - everything she had believed in and fought to protect 
crumbled before her very own eyes. She felt stronger due 
the lit Aerie and yet everything was a hollow empty mess. It 
was all Alex fault, who now dragged their defeated enemy to 
the elevators. The battle was won - they had won that battle. 
Nobody of this criminals should be able to get away from the 
crime scene. And yet... 


It didn’t matter. They would pay. She would team up with her 
temporary allies and hunt them down. 


Shortly after these live altering events she learned who the 
other people were that she had seen. 


The scholar was a teacher and friend of Garet and Isaac. 
Jenna, the girl with the burning eyes was their best friend. 
Both were victims of these criminals, the same way she and 
her new friends were (with the exception of Ivan. She didn’t 


understand what business he had in this whole mess - but 
she wasn’t someone who would turn free help down). Alex 
and the two scary fire adepts were the villains and 
responsible. That left out the strange guy - Felix as he was 
called. 


He was a mystery. Garet had told her how they grow up 
together. And then he had died. And suddenly he was back 
alive, going against their own teachings, stealing the 
elemental stars and kidnapping his own sister and teacher. 
Garet sounded angry. Isaac spoke softly and melancholy and 
Ivan was quiet as he listened. Mia was confused. What must 
that guy have been going trough, to pretend to be dead for 
three years. Her first instinct told her, that he was also a 
victim like his sister and the old man. Garet and Isaac 
agreed with her on that. Ivan didn’t. 


He ask why they hadn’t simple killed him off? But no - they 
probably needed him to get into the sanctum. Garet only 
snorted. The Felix he knew would never ever ever endanger 
his sister, and now he clearly had. 


In the end it didn’t matter. Nobody knew what had 
happened to him. Ivan didn’t knew that guy to really care 
about his story. Isaac hoped they could stop the monsters 
and return home successfully. Garet only wanted to give 
Felix a good smack on his head to bring him back to his 
senses and back home. Mia quietly kept wondering about 
that mysterious guy. 


Sitting around the campfire and listening to stories was her 
favorite part of the day and her knew live. When they could 
stay at an inn everybody was so tiered that they just 
crashed into their beds and fell asleep. Marching through 
the landscape was tiering and no-one wanted to constantly 
keep talking. But sitting around the fire after a long eventful 
day felt rewarding. 


Ivan rarely told stories of him growing up. Mia shared 
enough stories of her own but couldn’t keep the bitterness 
out of her voice when mentioning Alex. Isaac was generally 
the quiet guy and Garet just loved to have every pair of eye 
set on his mouth. 


So he shared every embarrassing story of Isaac that came to 
his mind. It feld good to laugh even during the constant 
worry that permanently was on everyone's mind. Most of this 
stories included him in a similar embarrassing 
way. Garet was quickly growing on her. Not because of 
his mannerisms that could annoy the hell out of their 
group and the way he never truly shut up but because he 
was able to even laugh about himself. It didn’t matter that 
the stories were embarrassing for the two friends (Isaac quit 
often grumpy tried to keep Garet from talking, or was hiding 
his red face between his hands) he thought a good story 
should be shared even if feelings sometimes got hurt. 


He also talked quit a lot about Jenna. At first only as part of 
the other stories. Than he shared the ones that were only 
about her. Mia already assumed that she would either like 
that girl or the two of them would never be able to get 
along. But seeing how Isaac and Garet were, and how much 
she loved the two dorks already she guessed that she would 
probably love Jenna just as much. 


But he never truly talked openly about Felix. Sure he was in 
the back of some stories but they were never about him. So 
Mia only could keep wondering. 


Her heart wouldn’t stop racing. They could do it. They could 
stop these villains from lighting the Venus Lighthouse. Just 
faster up the stairs. Faster to the beacon, faster or they 
would be too late as they were the first time. 


Reaching the top felt hundredfold worse than Mia would 
have thought. The evil Puppet Masters were already waiting 
for them. Half of their Puppets were missing. Only Felix (it 
was yet undecided on where his true alliances fell) and the 
hostage of Babi were present. 


They were discussing when she and her allies reached them. 
It was also the first time she heard his voice. It was a deep 
and warm sound fitting for an earth adept. Mia wonders for a 
moment why her brain registered that information. She 
needed to focus. They obviously were disagreeing over 
something and she couldn’t fathom the strange way she 
feels when she hears he is against them. 


After that they negotiate because of that stupid rod that 
Ivan keeps dragging around and she wonders for a moment 
why that thing suddenly seems more important than the 
elemental stars. This situation is a mess. It's the same rush 
and she is again too late. The Lighthouse gets lit. Its worse 
than Mercury Lighthouse and her heart won't stop racing but 
still they win. 


And yet she can’t stop the feeling that it's not over. 
Far from it. Her senses are prickling and her instinct is right. 
Felix - no longer a hostage - grim-faced tells them that he 
won’t give up. 


Mia fells like they have lost. The other two friends of Isaac 
and Garet could be heaven knows where. Alex is not in sight 
and this basically stranger is still against them - against his 
friends, against her teachings, against her. 


But he is also not stupid enough to fight them head on so he 
flees with his hostage. Or rather tries to. The things that 
follow will forever stay imprinted into her memories. That 


girl hanging from the lighthouse and then falling and Felix 
jumping after her into his death. (Later she realizes this is 
way more telling about him than any stories that Garet and 
Isaac share with her could ever be). Even if he was their 
enemy he was still Garet and Isaacs friend first. 


For a moment she feels paralyzed, forgetting to breath. 
Nobody knows what to say. The elemental star is lost and the 
missing friends are still not save. Again their group won the 
fight but lost in the greater scheme of things. 


Looking out into the ocean, with the waves crashing softly 
on the side of their boat Mia immediately feels like home. 
She spend all her life gazing at the sea and now she is 
surrounded by her element. Isaac and Ivan don't seem to 
care, only talking about the situation and what to do next, 
where to go, who to ask. Garet is not doing great. 


He dreamt about the ocean for a long time and now seeing 
it, being surrounded by it, and their horrible fail at the last 
lighthouse leaves him seasick. He is pale and shaking and 
spends most part of the days curled up in the deck below 
(The travel across the Kargol never left him in that state). 
Mia thinks a fire adept is not made to be near so much 
water, his opposing element. As the healer of their group she 
also spends most days inside looking after him. 


The first days are quite. Nobody knows what to say, how to 
react. With not a single land in sight they feel lost. So Mia is 
surprised that Isaac is the first to break the strange spell the 
last events had put over their tiny family. 


Garet is his best friend, the two with Jenna were always 
partners in crime, he tells her while both sitting outside in 
the calm ocean breeze. But Felix was like his brother, in a 
complete different way than Garet ever could be. Growing 
up he was his hero, strong and so talented. Isaac always 
wanted to be exactly like Felix. Looking out for his little 
sister, often taking the blame for the trio when they really 
had fucked up with one of Garet pranks. Everyone knew he 
was covering for the younger ones, but he was well- 
respected and never got into a lot of trouble. So the three 
got away with lot of stuff. 


Isaac smiles in that melancholy way he always does when 
they talk about the older mysterious guy. She has already 
heard a lot of this stories in the last year they spend walking 
through the whole continent from one lighthouse to the 
other, but its the first time someone directly talks about him. 


And it's truly like someone had broken that spell over their 
group. After that Isaac starts talking and he can’t stop. At 
first quietly in a sad way. Than he gets angry and stays that 
for a long while. He wasn’t over that loss. In one day the two 
people he looked up to the most had died. Jenna was 
devastated. His mother got sick and rarely left the bed 
anymore. Garet didn’t know how to act around his two 
friends. Even if they still had each other, that horrible day 
had left a thick scar in the middle of their village and there 
was no way of ever getting over it. 


And suddenly that bastard is standing right in front of them 
and is alive. Isaac still can’t believe it. The Felix he once 
knew died that day four years ago. And now he is dead 
again and he doesn’t now how he should feel about it. That 
scar hadn’t even probably healed and was now torn open 
again. 


For Garet its different. He was angry to begin with. Scoffing, 
snorting, making backhanded comments when telling 
stories. But now while laying in bed, loving the view of the 
ocean but not loving being on a boat he gets sad. He tells 
her in the first few weeks they spend there how he hopes 
Isaac will be okay as he feels betrayed. Garet himself can’t 
understand what had happened to that grumpy yet kind kid 
he grow up with. He smiles in a heartbreaking way and 
mentions how happy he was for Jenna that at least she got 
her brother back, even at a big price. 


After that he starts retelling a lot of the stories she already 
heard. She doesn’t dare to mention that he is repeating 
himself, feeling he needs that, needs it to finally feel closure 
with loosing his friend again. The stories stay mostly the 
Same but now feature the additional fourth person that until 
now had never gotten the spotlight in these stories. 


In the end it doesn’t put a lot of light on the situation at 
hand but Mia gets the same feeling she has about Jenna. 
She would probably really really have liked that fourth dork 
as well. 


The time on the boat with lodem is coming to an end. The 
sea is rough and they spend most of their time looking at 
the misty area from afar don’t knowing how they should 
navigate that water there yet. The missing Jupiter star has 
disappeared and there is no sight of Jenna, Alex and Kraden 
- but their group thinks they will continue their mission. 


lodem meanwhile pressures them to find a way to Lemuria. 
But two weeks into their new adventure a dove reaches 
them with notes about Babis death. So they turn around 
going back all the way they were coming from. After one 
month overall they arrive at their starting point. lodem tells 
them they should keep that boat as nobody will need it now 
and they should just look at it as a way of compensating for 
their help. Nobody of the group would stat it out loud but 
everyone is secretly glad that Babi the tyrant is no more. 


In the back of their minds its clear what to do next. Finding 
their friends, finding the missing elemental star and 
returning home with a half failed mission. She doesn’t think 
about Alex in the slightest. They quickly reach the coast of 
Indra in an additional three weeks. It is the only open 
passage into the western sea but before that they need to 
restock their ship. 


Splitting up she casually scrolls through the market of that 
town noting how devastated this city, and all the others on 
this continent are looking. It's where she hears his name 
again and she almost drops every thing she is carrying. But 
no, there is no possible way to survive that fall and while she 


silently has mourned the dead friend of her allies, it is 
probably only another person with the same name. 


But when she meets up again with her three favorite people 
Isaac is glowing while Garet looks like a fish out of water. 
They quickly retell the story of a guy named Felix with 
mysterious powers accompanied by two girls and another 
strange guy. Both of them are talking rapidly, overtaking 
each other, stumbling for words and she barley can keep up 
with what she is hearing. In the end she has no idea what 
happened but one though is sticking. Felix is alive. 


This comes with a couple of consequences. He has the 
Jupiter star. He still wants to lit the remaining Lighthouses. 
He is still their enemy. 


Isaac is getting angry again, but this time in a quite but still 
relieved way. Garet doesn’t really know how to feel about 
this revelation and Ivan stays mostly the same. The 
youngest shrugs easily and tells them they shoudn’t worry 
now, they first have to reach the others. Mia should feel torn, 
or worried about the hostages or about Alex, she is only 
relieved. 


But now they have to hurry again. They definitely cannot fail 
a third time. 


Traveling to the Jupiter Lighthouse does take forever. 
Walking trough all of Angara and the north of Gondowan 
had taken almost a full year. Traveling trough the western 
sea takes three months. Again Garet stories get repetitive, 
Isaac still doesn’t talk es much as the others, and Ivan and 
Mia have both shared enough of their lives. So yes, they 
bore the hell out of each other by this point. 


The sea, while still beautiful has nothing new to offer. There 
a not a lot of games they could play and talking about the 
future and the things that are about to happen is frustrating 
and only increases their worries. 


So they talk about what could have been. A silly game about 
how it would have been for Mia and Ivan to grow up with 
them. How Garet would have fit into Imil. How Isaac could 
have turned out with Master Hamet as his adoptive 
father. It's really silly and quickly becomes boring too. It's 
just now that she realizes one thing. 


Mia tells Garet one night how strange it is that she almost 
knows everything about Jenna, Kraden and Felix without 
having really met ether of them. Garet smiles fondly and 
answers that she now probably could considerer them her 
friends too, even if they don’t really now she exists (having 
seen her once one and a half years ago at the top of the 
Mercury Lighthouse) well, with the exception of Felix. Garet 
doesn’t know if he can count him as a friend of him and 
Isaac anymore. 


Running up the Jupiter lighthouse feels different then the 
other two times. It's a different kind of dread that has settled 
over her and her friends. It could turn out to be a complete 
disaster or they could stop that madness. Isaac wants to talk 
to Felix. He doesn’t want to fight anymore. They have to 
resolve the problem and start working together. Everything 
considered, they are just tired and want this to end. 


She herself is so caught up into her own thoughts that she 
can’t see the trap until it's too late. Garet the kind of guy he 
is jumps right after her and gets hurt. Mia tries to pull him 
up, tries to heal his arm but doing both it difficult. 
Adrenaline pumping trough her she doesn’t realize what else 
is happening. Her eyes are only focused on saving her 
friend. When she gets pulled up eventually she comes face 
to face with the girl who has that deep fire in her eyes. Mia 
comes face to face with Jenna. 


Isaac and Ivan are helping Garet on his feet and while they 
look like they have taken a beating they are generally fine. 
The girl is rushing off and she immediately starts healing the 
others. Mia tries to order her thoughts. Ivan tells her how 
after she and Garet fell they were attacked by two strangers. 
Then Felix and his group had appeared and stopped them. 
Now they are at the top to lit the beacon. 


She can’t understand what has happened in the short time 
she fell with Garet. Isaac looks determined and Ivan is 
quietly trembling. But both of them have this steely resolve 
to put their trust into what Felix and his group is doing. The 
walk to the top is quite. Nobody says anything and it is like 
nobody of them even dares to breath. 


At the top is a lit beacon waiting for her again. In that almost 
blinding light are standing Kraden, that blonde girl whose 
name she forgot, Jenna, Felix and another stranger. The last 
one looks almost like Alex. For a moment she thought it was 
him but no it isn't. This is making her angry but she is so 
exhausted. They look like battle proofed warriors (with the 
exception of the old scholar) clearly having been through a 
lot. The other strangers that had attacked Isaac and Ivan 
while trapping her and Garet are not in sight. 


And yet she can’t stop looking at Felix. His eyes are only set 
on Isaac who bluntly gets to the point. Nobody will fight 
anyone right at this moment. They do need to talk. The air is 
still thick with tension but everyone agrees. They will go 
back to the town to fully heal Garet's arm (who was only 
mended in a rush and looks worryingly ill) and then they will 
have the long overdue talk about what is really happening 
here. 


She doesn’t know if she should feel relieved just yet. Its far 
from over and the walk back is even quieter than the walk to 
the top. But somehow she feels lighter than she has in a 
long time. 


He is not the one who talks. It's mostly that old man or the 
stranger who’s name she hasn’t heard until now. But Mia is 
only staring at Felix. He knew of all this? - No, but he was 
smart enough to figure everything out. 


Mia feels dump, angry, she feels like losing the ground 
under her feet. They must be lying. All the things she knew. 
All the time she spent protecting that damn tower and her 
whole life is a lie? 


But somehow its sounds right. The map they used to 
navigate the sea was off. Ivan noted it once and Garet was 
constantly complaining about it. The strange way master 
Hama was talking when they met her again in Contigo. It 
does sound like a joke but deep down it makes sense. She 
dosn’t know how to feel about it yet. 


But it's not important. The two groups will now work 
together and solve that mess. The journey to the last 
Lighthouse is still one they have to take and until then they 
can decide if lighting the fire of Mars is the right thing to do. 
Mia keeps looking at Felix, his eyes are fixed at the wall 
behind her, its like he is trying to not be here at all. 


They quietly introduce each other. The other mercury adept 
is a lemurian and it comes as a shock to her and her friends. 
The blonde petit girl is called Sheba and Mia hopes she 
doesn’t forget her name again. But the strangest about this 
situation is getting introduced to Kraden, Jenna and Felix. 


The three people she has heard so much about that she feels 
they were already a big part of her initial small group. 


The first days are awkward. Nobody knows what to say. Even 
Jenna, Garet and Isaac keep their distance from each other. 
She doesn’t know how to approach the strangers. She has 
never seen that mercury adept before and doesn’t really 
know how he became part of their group. She is of course 
relieved to see the blond girl has survived her fall but Mia 
doesn’t know how to start a conversation. The red-haired is 
occupied with a starring match with Garet and Isaac. The old 
man is the most outgoing of them but tries to catch up with 
his two students. That leaves Felix. 


She knows quit a lot about him now. Thinks she knows him 
on the same level as she knows Jenna. But there is that huge 
gap in his story while everyone thought he had died. So 
basically Mia doesn’t know him at all. 


It leaves her with a strange empty feeling. The guy she has 
come to admire from the stories she has heard, that guy that 
was always brooding, quite and grumpy but at the same 
time brave and kind may or may not even exist anymore. 
Mia thinks it feels a little bit like a heartbreak. 


Yet she can’t stop wondering. This guy had jumped from the 
Aerie to save a girl and survived. Fought against his friends 


to save his family. He kept going against everything he was 
taught because he figured the situation out and because it 
was the right thing to do. Maybe he is still the same. So she 
can’t keep herself from looking his way, keeping her eyes 
from following his every move. Of course discreetly. If he 
catches her looking she immediately lowers her gaze and 
watches her hands or pretends to do something else. 


And when she is laying in her bed in the evening in her 
shared room with the other two girls, she feels mortified and 
embarrassed. He probably things she is a creep. 


It is not even two weeks into their new arrangement when 
things have cooled down. The tension is still there but it's 
barely palpable. She thinks Piers is a little odd, Sheba 
reminds her a lot of lvan, Kraden can be really annoying with 
his talks and she was right about Jenna. She will probably 
love her as much as Isaac and Garet when they spent more 
time with each other. So she finds herself with the other two 
girls talking after another long and boring day out at the 
sea. 


It's the first time that Jenna is directly talking to her, 
spending the time before mostly quietly whispering with 
Sheba. The red-haired is miffed with her and at first she 
can’t understand why, but during there first real talk it 
suddenly becomes clear and Mia can’t help herself from 
starting to laugh. The spitfire was jealous of her. Sheba is 
giggling telling her that Jenna was constantly worried about 


her friends and Mia quickly promises her that she doesn’t 
think about any of them in any romantic way. 


All the time knowing her three personal dorks it always feels 
like having three brothers, in a way it never did feel with 
Alex. But the last part is not something that Mia mentions. 
After Jenna has cooled down the three of them really start to 
get along. Mia thinks it feels like she now has gained two 
sisters as well. 


When she mentions that Garet and Isaac were constantly 
talking about their missing girl, and that she knows now so 
much about her and its a bit embarrassing, Jenna reassured 
her. She tells her that Alex did the same. He did what? He 
talked about her? Mia is shocked, she somehow tried to not 
think about the guy that had betrayed her so she had 
completely forgotten that he was also traveling with the 
others for over a year. 


This new information comes with a couple of thought that 
are rushing trough her head. Firstly, was Alex aware of the 
real story of the elemental stars? Why did he have to betray 
her clan? And where is he, as he was not seen with the 
others and they also have no idea where he disappeared to. 
The other thought is that what did Alex tell them, also all 
this childhood stories? That would mean that at least Mia is 
not a stranger to all of her new companions. Somehow this 
piece of information relieves her as much as it puts her on 
edge. 


They will reach the north soon. Two weeks maybe three. It's 
hard to pin it down because the farther they go the rougher 
the sea seems to be. It's because of the imbalance of the 
elements and the natural harsh environment of the north. 
Mia knows this as she grow up in her own northern lands. 
She is also the one who deals the best with days that are 
getting colder. 


This also means that most of the time the group is curled up 
on the inside trying to keep the rooms warm. But with two 
fire adepts on board this is no problem. On the same time it 
puts a lot of stress on the group because seven people 
sharing a small space is bound to arouse a couple of issues. 


One of these curled up days she spends with her three 
favorite people in the bedroom the boys share. Jenna and 
Sheba (both with temperamentally personalities) have a big 
fight upstairs about something completely nitpicking 
ordinary while Felix and Piers are nowhere to be seen, 
probably staying outside to do boat related stuff. Kraden is 
reading. 


She miss this quite small group and their boring repetitive 
talks she tells the guys. Ivan is frowning like he nowadays 
does a lot while Isaac is quite as always. Garet shared how 
happy he is with the situation. With being reconnected with 
his friends, with knowing that Jenna's and Isaacs parents 


have survived and after everything everyone will get his 
happy ending. She ask how they now both feel about Felix 
being back into their lives, since they hadn’t had the chance 
to talk about all this. 


First he had died and both, while not completely over it were 
moving on with their lives, than he was back to the living 
and the friends didn’t know how to deal with it as the scar 
was open again. Than they thought he had died again and it 
was horrible. Garet was so sad that he wasn’t able to talk 
some sense into that guy and Isaac, with not outright saying 
it was still angry at that guy even when the two groups first 
started working together. Isaac tells her it's now ok, they 
talked, he smacked him on his head and called him an idiot 
and every animosity was resolved. Garet shrugs, he is not 
someone to hold a grudge. 


Mia is only relieved that everything will turn out fine. Of 
course she is worried about the last Lighthouse but every 
one of them is still alive and she plans to keep it that way. 
On another hand they figured that Felix was still the same 
the other two knew and the one Mia heard a lot of stories 
about. 


Ivan fixes her with his strange look he often wears, and her 
instinct tells her that what he has to say is not something 
she likes to hear. Why are you so fixated on him. After Venus 
lighthouse you constantly ask about Felix, lvan asks her. All 
eyes turn to her and she doesn’t know what he wants to 
hear. 


That she first wanted to hate him, for all the things he has 
put them trough. Instead she always felt incredibly sorry for 
that guy. It had intrigued her how someone like him could 


work for two monsters if not for the right reasons. She only 
tells them that she always had wondered how someone 
could turn against their own friends. 


Garet flashes her a big grin and her inside turns. You know 
what | think, he asks her and Mia says, no she doesn’t want 
to hear it. Oh yes, you constantly ask about him, looooved 
the stories | told you when he did something nice and sweet 
again, Garet says and she only glares at him, fully knowing 
what he wants to say but its Isaac that beats him to it. 
Sounds like you have a big crush on that old grump. 


She is screaming bloody murderer that, no, they must have 
gotten it all wrong, so she doesn’t realize Ivan who skidded 
closer is touching her shoulder. He is frowning again but 
says, yes, but its more than just a mare crush. 


He is twelve for mercuries sake but she can’t keep herself 
from sending a hateful glare at her friends. You promised to 
never do that again, she yells accusingly at the youngest, 
while lashing out at the other two (who should feel more 
responsible for being good role models for the young boy), 
she threatens them with telling Jenna that one story she 
promised to never tell to anyone under no circumstance and 
leaves while slamming the door behind her. 


Of course she will not tell on them. At the same time she 
realize the fight was brewing for a long time. Its the same 
with the others, the close proximity and constant stress 
plays on all of their emotions and under normal 
circumstanced this fight would never have happened, yet 
She is still miffed at her three dorky friends. 


The next couple of days its way to quite on the ship. It 
seems everyone had a fight with everyone else about one 
thing or another and it's just plain awkward. She then 
decides to be the bigger adept and apologizes during 
breakfast. 


She is sorry for lashing out, and yes they were right with 
whatever they have or have not said about her (she ignores 
the quizzical stares of the other people on that table) and it 
was no reason to start yelling. Ivan is the next to say sorry 
about misusing his powers and he knew it was wrong. Garet 
follows that he and Isaac should never have set him up to do 
it and soon the other guys apologize about other bits and 
pieces. 


After a while Felix speaks up again saying he is so so sorry 
for all this mess and he feels he is responsible and will see it 
trough that everyone stays alive. 


Mia doesn’t know why but she loudly proclaims that he has 
nothing to be sorry about as he is not at fault for the way the 
things are. In the back of her mind she realizes it's the first 
time she has directly said anything to him and feels 
embarrassed that she was rude to avoid doing so until now. 


Felix stares at her and then shrugs while Garet has that shit- 
eating-happy grin on his face that tells him he was right 
about something and she is so annoyed with that guy. (But 


he wouldn’t be Garet if he wouldn’t be as annoying as he 
was). 


In the end the tension almost completely leaves the group 
and she realizes even shortly after Jupiter lighthouse were 
everyone was happy to finally work together they had not 
felt as relaxed. (as relaxed as can be with the worry of the 
complete world destruction - or not - ahead of them) 


While everyone continues to eat while again talking 
animatedly with each other its Felix that leans into her and 
quietly tells her, thank you, while giving her a small smile. 
Mia for the first time in quite a long while feels happy again. 


Standing in Prox is horrible. Nothing turns out the way the 
group had expected. First they were taking longer than they 
would have presumed as the way per sea was completely 
frozen and they had to look for a way to sail trough the 
glaciers. Sailing back and forth had taken them an 
additional three weeks. 


More importantly is that the last Lighthouse is still dark. The 
other two Proxians should have reached the top until now 
unless something must have happened to them. Mia feels 


the dread that washes over their group. Its going wrong, 
wrong, wrong.... 


Mia presumes the good thing from taking so long to reach 
the north is, that she has gotten to know all this new people 
even better. After that big fight everyone had on their ship 
she and Felix started talking. Not a lot, never for long but 
small bits and pieces and Mia one day realized that no, it's 
not a simple crush. 


Having heard all this stories about brave, gentle, kind Felix, 
she is already in love with him. 


Even if it was building up for a long time it still comes as a 
surprise to her. She never would have pictured her to fall for 
someone who, while having all said good traits was also 
moody, mostly grumpy and never talkative. Before her 
journey started two years ago she would have always 
thought she would look for a guy like Garet. Making her 
laugh, showing her the world and telling her bedtime stories 
of his friends and childhood. 


And yet while she started her adventure in a fit of seeking 
revenge against her clan member who had betrayed their 
clan, then helping her new friends looking for their friends, 
its Felix she has followed to the edge of the world to fight 
against everything she had learned, protected, taught. Not 
because she is taught to do so, or she is doing it for selfish 
reasons but because she knows it's the right thing to do. 


Felix is quietly navigating the town. She is walking right 
behind their leader. For the geographic location its way 
bigger than she would ever have expected. They are walking 


for a while and Mia can only wonder how it must have been 
to be forced to stay here in the cold town at the edge of the 
world. When they reach the hut at the other end of the town 
its empty. One of the Proxians only tells them that the 
people they are looking for have left. 


Jenna is almost loosing her temper, having spend so much 
time looking forward to seeing her parents again. She, 
without thinking, grabs his hand squeezing it tightly. 
Without saying a word to each other the group changes 
direction heading to the other edge of town, the lighthouse 
looming darkly over them in the distance. 


Yet Mia can’t focus on any of this, as he is still holding her 
hand and not letting go. 


The climb is the worst of all the lighthouses they have 
visited before. It is filled with monsters and she can’t shake 
the feeling something evil lurks in here, hoping they would 
fail, laying rocks into their way. Everyone has this grim face, 
knowing that some horrible things will happen so far into the 
end of their shared journey. Then seeing how those two 
proxians have failed before them removes every little rest of 
doubt. 


As she stand at the top and taking in the view for a moment, 
she realized its the first time she didn’t have to rush to the 


top. They were in a hurry but not in that same sprint against 
time. And yet reaching the top feels more pressing than it 
ever did before. And of course all her fears turn out true. She 
again can’t understand what is happening, only having 
heard the story of that stony sage a view times, can’t wrap 
her head around how someone like this could be an evil 
being. 


They still have to fight, and like ever time before, they win 
and it feels like loosing. Always loosing even in the end. 
Jenna, the girl Mia had thought wouldn’t ever lose her cool 
despite her fierce personality is breaking down, and she 
does everything she can to save her parents, neither looking 
at Isaac or Felix. Piers is also helping but both mercury 
adepts are not strong enough, being way to late and she is 
SO so SO sorry that she couldn't save anyone. 


When she looks up she sees how Felix angrily tosses that 
blasted last damn elemental star that was remaining into 
the opening. The way the power is released is the same 
spectacular, oddly beautiful yet terrifying view as before. 


The release of Alchemy is a miracle in itself and the surge of 
energy makes her feel more alive as ever, healing all her 
wounds and eradicating all doubts she ever had about this. 
In the end they accomplished their goal and that's all that 
matters for now. 


Together every single one of them is alive and its the first 
time they have to rush to leave one of the lighthouses. 


She never had to think about what would happen when all 
was over. At first she wanted to stop Alex and return to her 
town. Then she secretly wished she could always travel with 
Garet, Isaac and Ivan. 


Now she doesn’t know what her future will hold for her. But 
it comes without a question that the whole group is traveling 
to the heart of Angara to return to Vale. 


It's after everyone had spend enough time catching up with 
the three adults newly in their group that she finds herself 
outside the ship, three weeks into the journey back home. 
Felix is sitting quietly down next to her and asking with his 
brooding face if she thinks Alex will be okay. 


Mia freezes. She totally forgot about him. Well not 
completely as he was part of their worries but she has 
pushed the thought away. That someone else could be 
worried about him only adds to her guilt. She hopes he is, 
she tells him. They talk. After a while she takes the 
opportunity to ask him if Alex ever said anything about his 
reasons for betraying her clan. 


Alex, Felix tells her quietly, found out about the state of 
Weyard and while he did it mostly for selfish reasons he was 
constantly worried about the future of his town and his 
family. She doubts that for a moment but he tells her 
something he always used to say. Whats wrong with wanting 
to be powerful if the whole world will profit from it. He hadn’t 
understood the true meaning at the moment but looking 
back it was making sense. 


She smiles fondly, answering him that, yes it would be 
something Alex definitely might have said, and somehow 
she starts to feel better about that. So, he was worried about 
her, if he spoke often about her personally, she asks him, 
and she has to think back about the way Garet and Isaac 
were always talking about Jenna and him, when it was still 
only the four of them. 


Felix only turns to her, slowly reaching for her hand, giving 
her a small, small, barley there smile while saying, | have 
heard quit a lot about you, its like i already knew you before 
we truly met. 


Author's Note: 


Thats it. Thanks for reading <3 


